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Frogram Regulations Readopted

Commissioner of Education Lucille E. Dawy has readopted the regulations governing
Frograms and Practices to Support Student Achievermert without change. This chapter
of regulations outlines the requirement far school districts to provide certain school

library media services in every school under the direction of a School Likrary Media
specialist. As readopted MJA C BAT3-2(h) states:

AN school districts shall proviche lbran~media sehvices that are connected to
claasrooin sfucles In each sc ool BUIKing, incinding access to cormputers, district-
auapravied instructional software, aopronriate books heiuding hovels, anthobgies
ahef other reference materials, and spnfermental materials that motivate stucents
to read in ahcl aut of school ahd to conclict research. E ach school district shall
pravicie these Tbvansmedia sepvicas Undet the divec ion of g certified school
kahs media speclalist.” [Expiration date Movember 24 207 4)

When the requlations were first proposed for readoption MJASL, along with many SLME
and other supporters of school library media programs submitted written comments to
the Commissioner recommending that school districts provide a comprehensive school
library media "program’” to enable students to meet the Mew Jersey Core Cdrriculum
Content Standards (MJCCCS), instead of "services." Furthermore, the commenters

recommend that students, teachers and administrataors in each school building in Mew
Jersey at all grade lev els shall have accessto a library media program provided by one

ar rmaore cerified school library media specialists working full-time in the school library
media center.

The Commissioner responded to these recommendations as follows: " The Departtment
dizagrees with the commenters. The intent of this regulation is to ensure that school
districts provide students with access to library media services connected to classroom
studies in each school building. As such, these services do not need to be defined as a
"nrogram.” The provision for library media services in each school building, with a librany
media specialist, is a local decision based on availahle resources.”

Mew Jersey to Pursue Bace to the Top Grant Maoney




After considerable discussion, Governor Corzine and Governor-elect Christi agreed in
mid-Decermber to submit an application to the LS. Department of Education (USDOE)
for a Race to the Top Grant and directed Commissioner Dawvy to do s0.

According to the LISDOE, the American Recovery and Reimnvestment Act of 2004
BEREAY provides approimately $100 hillion for education to assist local school districts
and to advance certain educ ation refarms. The State Fiscal Stahilz ation Fund (SF3F) in
the ARRA contains §5 hillion for competitie e grantswith §4.345 billion set aside for the
Face to the Top fund to improve education quality and results statewide.

Through Race to the Taop, the USDOE is asking States to advance reforms around four
specific areas:
« Adopting standards and assessments that prepare students to succeed in college
and the workplace and to compete in the global econormy
« Building data systems that measure student growwth and success, and inform
teachers and principals about how they can improve instruction;
« Recruiting, developing, resvarding, and retaining effective teachers and principals,
especially where they are needed most; and
« Turning around our lowest-achieving schools.

Awvards in Race to the Top will go to States that are leading the way with ambitious yet
achievable plans for implementing ¢ oherent, compelling, and comprehensive education
reform. Race to the Top winners will help trail-blaze effectiy e reforms and provide
examples for States and local school districts throughoot the country to follow as they
too are hard at work on reforms that can transform our schools for decades to come.
Source: httpd sy ed. goviprodramalracetothetoplindes. htmi

State Board of Education

Evaluation and Perfarmance of Schoal Districts (QSAC)

The Board decided to hear public testimony aon M. AC. 6430, ASAC, following its
meeting on Decermber 16. Earlierinthe process MNJASL secured an amendment in the
proposed regulationsto provide some measure of accountability to encourage school
districts to camplhy with BMJA C BA13-2.10h), Programs and Practices to Suppart
Student Achievement, which reguire districts to provided certain school library media
services under the direction of a cerified School Library M edia Specialist. The
recommended amendment was approved by the Board earlier this year and is scheduled
for final consideration at adoption level on January 20, 2010
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